
                                    LONGS PEAK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                     
                                    1421 Elmhurst Drive, Longmont CO 80504  

                            303-776-0399     lpumc@lpumc.org 

                             Sunday Services: 9:00 and 10:30 AM 

                                           Welcoming, Embracing, Nurturing, Serving   

December 2019 

                            Pastor Steve Reinhard  

Pastor’s Ponderings—“The First Christmas 

Carols” Study & Discussion Series  

Wednesday Evenings & Christmas Eve 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

I am excited to let you know about themes and 

scriptures for the Advent and Christmas 

Celebrations of December. On two Wednesdays 

and Christmas Eve, Tuesday, I will be sharing a 

study called “The First Christmas Carols.” We 

will look at some of the best-loved poetry of the 

Holy-Day Season in Luke, chapters 1 and 2.  

 

 The Magnificat, Luke 1, in which Mary 

glorifies the Lord: “My soul magnifies 

the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior…” 

 The Benedictus, Luke 1, in which 

Zechariah gives thanks for his child, 

John, who will point to the coming of the 

Christ. 

 The Gloria, Luke 2, in which the angels 

sing glory to God at the birth of Christ 

Child. 

 

Please join us on Wednesday evenings for dinner 

(The first Wednesday of December will be 

catered) at 6 p.m. and Peak Connection Worship 

at 6:45 p.m., during which time the Advent 

Study will take place. 

 

******** 

 

 

 

 

Here is the title and scripture schedule for 

Wednesdays, Sundays, and Christmas Eve in 

December: 
 

Wednesdays & Christmas Eve—Advent Study & 

Discussion Series: 

  

December 4—Guest Speaker: Advent Study, 

Rev. Keith Watson, retired pastor, Heart of 

Longmont United Methodist Church 
 

December 11—“The First Christmas Carols: The 

Magnificat” ~Luke 1:46-55, Pastor Steve  
 

December 18—“The First Christmas Carols: The 

Benedictus” ~Luke 1:68-79, Pastor Steve 
 

December 24, Tuesday—Christmas Eve: “The 

First Christmas Carols: The Gloria”  

~Luke 2:1-20, Pastor Steve 

Sundays: 

              

December 1—1st Sunday of Advent:  

   “God’s Love: Getting People Into  

             Heaven; Getting Heaven Into People”  

             ~Revelation 21:1-7 / COMMUNION 

 

December 8—2nd Sunday of Advent: “The 

Power of Perpetual Prayer” ~Acts 12 

 

December 15—3rd Sunday of Advent: Music of 

Advent and Christmas 

 

December 22—4th Sunday of Advent: 

“Unexpected Gift” ~Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 29—“I Love to Tell the Story” 

~Hebrews 2:10-18  

 

******** 

Remember: HOPE is on the way! 

mailto:lpumc@lpumc.org
https://www.homileticsonline.com/subscriber/btl_display.asp?installment_id=93041221&item_id=93064013&keywords=christmas


Associate Pastor Phil 

“When I was a seeker 

I sought both night and day 

I asked the Lord to help me 

And he showed me the way”* 

 

The lyrics above are from the first verse of 

the hymn, “Go Tell It On the Mountain,” one of my 

favorite Christmas-time songs. It’s so happy and tells 

of the good news of Jesus Christ. It tells of the 

someone who was someone filled with hope 

because God, our Heavenly King, has come to 

“proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 

sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Jesus came to 

show us the way to defeat fear and death (physical 

and otherwise).  

I love to look people in the eye when I 

encounter them, either by chance or by purpose. I 

try to reflect the love of Christ back to everyone I 

meet, to acknowledge the belovedness that God has 

claimed for every person on earth. This time of year, 

it is pretty common to find people in a jovial mood; 

often reaching out to others in charity and goodwill. 

I love it and I wish it would last all year long! 

However, I also encounter those for whom, it would 

seem, hope has evaded their spirit. They appear 

broken inside and hungry for love. Just last week I 

had someone come to my office to chat. At the end, 

all the person wanted was someone to look them in 

the eye, to offer dignity, and to remind them that 

they are worthy of love. They asked for a hug, 

something they apparently do not receive nearly 

often enough. I love the power of a hug and so this 

was pure delight for me. I could feel the weight of 

the world leave their presence in that moment, even 

if for just that one moment. I was humbled to bring 

hope to someone so desperate for a sense of 

belonging after, what I got the impression, too long 

of being shut out. That, my friends, was Jesus at 

work through me- it wasn’t me! 

This Christmas, I encourage you to consider 

telling others about the miracle of Christmas. Sure, 

it’s a lot of fun to purchase gifts and to make 

delicious treats and to travel afar to see loved ones- 

hold strong to those traditions. While you’re doing 

that, though, take a bit of time to open the Holy 

Bible and to read the Christmas story. I’m talking 

actually read the story with your own eyes, not just 

recall the details that have become rote in your 

memory. As you read, ask God to keep you curious 

and to hear the hope that Christ offered by coming 

to us in the form of a small baby. Invite others, 

especially if they’ve never heard the story or are 

“rusty” on the details, to join you in reading the 

story. I’ve read it so many times in my life I could 

probably tell you most of the details without even 

flinching and yet I still get chills considering the 

miracle that God provided to us in Christ. I still love 

to read the story. I pray you’ll join me in revisiting 

the story and that you’ll invite others along for the 

journey. 

 

“Go tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 

Our Jesus Christ is born”* 

 

Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Phil ><> 

 

*Go, Tell It on the Mountain, UMH #251: v1 & 

Chorus 

 

 

Confirmation Classes 
Mondays, Jan. 6 through end of March  
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
 
Students in 8th/9th grades wishing to participate in 
confirmation are invited to gather at Longs Peak UMC 
on Monday evenings, starting January 6. We will start 
with a provided meal at 5:30 PM, then have class from 
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM. This year's class will be led by Pastor 
Phil Rogers from Longs Peak, Pastor Emily Kintzel from 
Lyons Community Church, and Pastor David Burt from 
Heart of Longmont UMC along with the young people 
from the St. Vrain UMC Circuit. 



MUSIC NOTES  

                         Kay W. Lloyd        

The music ministry has a very busy month planned with 
music for services and concerts at LPUMC.  Plan on 
attending and invite a friend to celebrate the season with 
music!   
 
The annual Silver and Bells Christmas Concert will be 
held on Friday, December 13 at 7:30 p.m.  It is an evening 
of beautiful music from our flute ensemble and handbell 
choir – a respite from the busy-ness of the season.  
Childcare is provided and there will be a dessert social 
sponsored by our UMW.  
 
Sunday, December 15:  The music ministry will be leading 
both worship services in a musical celebration of the 
season.  Music will be provided by Praise Team, Choir,  
A cappella, Handbells, brass quintet and a string quartet, 
and of course, the hymns of the season.   Join us for a 
very musical Sunday!!!   
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:  JOIN US ON 
CHRISTMAS EVE AS WE CELEBRATE THE 
BIRTH OF OUR SAVIOR.   
 

4:30 –   Children and Family Service 
6:00 –   Traditional Candlelight Service – 
               Choir 
8:00 –   Traditional Candlelight Service – 
              A cappella 
11:30 – Traditional Midnight Candlelight 
              Service With Communion 

 
December Music Schedule 

December 1 – Flute Solo 
December 8 – Handbells 

December 15 – Music Services 
December 22 - Choir 

 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Services 
4:30 - 6:00 – 8:00 – 11:30 

 
On behalf of the music ministry at Longs Peak, 

we wish you all a season of love, hope, and peace. 
 

Merry Christmas! 

 

 

Harmonia Women's Choir, a 13 voice a 

cappella choir, will be presenting a holiday concert at 

Longs Peak United Methodist Church on Sunday, 

December 15th at 4:30 p.m.  The concert will feature 

holiday classics, such as "Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy", 

"Silent Night" and "What Child is This.” 

 

There will also be audience Christmas carol sing-alongs. 

Prelude music by harpist Sophia Love begins at 4:20.  A 

free will offering will be taken. 

 

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY  

                      Katie Pekarek                                                          

 

Happy  December! 

Dec 4 - Messy Church 

Dec. 11 – Messy Church 

Dec. 18 – Messy Church 

Dec. 22 – No Sunday School 

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve 

Dec. 29 – No Sunday School 

Spread Love, 

Katie Pekarek  Kids@lpumc.org 

 

 

 

                                         Bruce Armstrong has started a 

new Sunday morning Bible 

Study (10:30 AM) using videos 

from The Bible Project. Each 

week is a self-contained lesson 

from the Bible. The videos and 

class discussion will familiarize us with 

important themes in the Bible and encourage further 

Bible Study. 

 

                                          

mailto:Kids@lpumc.org


 
Rebekah Fisher and Danielle Hagedorn 

 
December is known as a month of giving and we at 
LPUMC invite you to purchase a gift card to help make 
Christmas brighter for children in our community.  We 
are supporting children at two local organizations 
through this gift giving program, Mountain States 
Children’s Home and the Inn Between.   
 
Mountain States Children’s Home (MSCH), located here 
in Longmont, is a children’s home that serves to provide 
healing and restoration for wounded children.  Children 
are placed in one of five loving family homes. The goal at 
MSCH is to provide a deeper level of care to help children 
grow and succeed educationally, physically, spiritually, 
and emotionally. To learn more about MSCH and ways 
you can support the work they are doing for children in 
our community visit their website at https://msch.org/ 
 
The Inn Between is a local organization whose mission is 
to provide supportive housing and promote stability to 
diverse homeless families and individuals by utilizing 
community resources, advocacy, and life skills 
training.  They currently have 72 units at four sites which 
allows them to provide time-limited housing with case 
management to help residences move toward self-
sufficiency. For more information visit their website at 
www.theinnbetween.org  
 
By taking a tag from the tree, you will help provide a gift 
in the form of a gift card for the child to  pick out 
something for themselves at MSCH or a gift card to 
parents at the Inn Between for them to use to purchase 
gifts for their children.  We hope you’ll participate in this 
giving opportunity and help make Christmas brighter for 
children in our community. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                      Jan Spitler, President 
 
United Methodist Women will have their annual 
Christmas Party on December 7th at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  It is a potluck lunch and all ladies are 
invited.  We will have the installation of officers and 
spend time singing carols.  Those of you in the reading 
program will need to turn in your list to Denise on that 
day. 
 
We will also be hosting the reception for the annual Silver 
and Bells concert on December 13th.  Those who can 
bring a cake and/or help out need to contact Judy 
Scrimshire at 303-702-9094. 
 
We also continue to work on the plastic bag mats for the 
homeless.  Anyone wishing to help cut or tie them 
together can pick them up at the church.  Judy is knitting 
the first mat and it takes approximately 500 bags for one 
mat. 
 
If you are curious as to what United Methodist Women 
do all over the world, please pick up a copy of the 
Response magazine in the UMW library at the church.  It 
will amaze you to find out about ongoing missions. 
 
We pray that everyone has a joyous and blessed 
Christmas. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://msch.org/
http://www.theinnbetween.org/


 

New Book Study starts on January 

12th at 11:45 am at LPUMC 

Unshakable Hope by Max Lucado 

 

In a troubling, unsteady world, how do you gain stability, 

find peace, and learn to trust God? 

This 12-week Bible study, based on Max Lucado's book, 

Unshakable Hope, will help you see your problems in 

light of God's many promises in Scripture.  The stories of 

the men and women in Scripture were different, but the 

theme was the same:  they were people of the Promise.  

Like them, we can also build our lives on God's promises 

and trust him to keep them! 

The study runs from January 12 to the end of March and 

is open to all of God's people!!  The class will consist of a 

weekly video and discussion.  You will need to purchase 

a book and study guide to participate in this group led by 

Robyn Morgan and others. (Scholarships available) 

Dates:  January 12 - March 29th (Possible makeup 

sessions if you need to miss a week) 

Times:  11:45 am - 1 pm in God's Harbor at LPUMC 

Cost: $24 (includes book and study guide) 

To Register:  Email or call Robyn Morgan at 

robyn22m@yahoo.com or 303-530-5301 by December 

15th so enough books can be ordered.   You will be 

notified and payment will be due when the books arrive. 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                Barb Huner 

Are You Experiencing a “Winter” in Your Life?  Our 

Stephen Ministers Can Help! 

The winter weather we’ve had recently can be symbolic 

of what may sometimes happen in life.  A crisis hits, and 

we feel like we’re buried beneath a drift of snow.  

Relationships can become icy, or we can feel frozen by 

life circumstances. Little difficulties build up like slush, 

making us slip and slide, causing every decision to 

seem treacherous.  Life seems dreary, and we begin to 

doubt that spring will ever come.  We can wonder, “Is 

God even there?” 

Stephen Ministers are trained to provide confidential 

Christian care, giving you the emotional and spiritual 

support you need to make it through a winter in your 

life. 

To learn more about how a Stephen Minister can help 

you or someone you know, contact Phyllis Crow 303-

906-5055, or John Mees 303-506-7979, our Stephen 

Ministry Referral Leaders for Longs Peak United 

Methodist Church.  

 

 

 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE 

 

                                        
 

     Sunday 

 Wed. 9:00  10:30  Total: 

Nov 3 13 96 83 202 

Nov 10 15 77 70 162 

Nov 17 13 79 91 183 

Nov 24 16 88 52 156 

 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  



 
 
 
 

December 2 Joanne Lanz 
  Margaret Vann 
December 6 Terry Larsen 
December 9 Corine Brooks 
December 11 Kenneth Black 
December 12 Dolores Hall 
December 13 Ed Sobanski 
December 14 Jacob Callaway 
December 16 Pamela Ernst 
  Caren King 
December 17 Dorothy Bright 
December 18 Philip Huff 
December 21 Pat Blatzer 
December 24 Jameson Townsend 
December 25 Andrew Callaway 
December 26 Tom Hubner 
December 27 Alan Dines 
  Nancy Randolph 
December 28 Wanda Wilson 
December 30 Soleil Reddick 
  Charlene Smythe
     

 
 
 

 
 

 
       LPUMC Staff 

 
 Rev. Steve Reinhard – Lead Pastor 

pastorstever@lpumc.org 

Rev. Philip Rogers – Associate Pastor 

pastorphil@lpumc.org 

Kay W. Lloyd – Music Ministry 

music@lpumc.org 

Katie Pekarek – Children’s Ministry 

kids@lpumc.org 

Sharon Cantrell-Jaap – Admin. Assistant 

sharon@lpumc.org 

      Catherine Romero – Business Manager 

finance@lpumc.org                                                                                                

Paula Muncy – Pianist 

Rev. Sandy Stewart – Deacon-in-Residence 

                    Jim Moore – Custodian 

          Glorie Gitonga – Kenya Social Worker 

              Rev. Granville Smythe – Retired 

            Pastor Charlene Smythe – Retired 

       Ministers – Those Who Call Jesus, Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

The Library will be featuring Christmas Books in the 

month of December. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

The Finance Committee continues to be concerned about giving as we have 

big expenses looming for Air Conditioner replacement in the spring.  Thankfully, staff and various committees continue 

to manage their expenses wisely. 

 

                                           Terry Larsen 

 

YTD Income 
   2018 

YTD Expenses 
2018 

Variance 
Negative () 
Positive + 
 

Oct 2018 
Income 

Oct 2018 
Expenses 

Variance 
Negative () 
Positive + 
 

$399,683 $396,723 $2,960 $39,754 $39,446 $308 

      

YTD Income 
2019 

YTD Expenses 
2019 

Variance 
Negative () 
Positive + 
 

Oct 2019 
Income 

Oct 2019 
Expenses 

Variance 
Negative () 
Positive + 
 

$382,860 $383,632 ($772) $32,872 $36,396 ($3,524) 

      

2018 YTD better 
Than 2019  
$3,732 

  2018 monthly 
better than 2019 
by  $3,832 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 


