
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Longs Peak United Methodist Church 

 
March Connection  

 
As I sit to write this to you, Ash Wednesday has just passed 
and the season of Lent is upon us. Lent is often viewed as 
sad, morose, or otherwise less cheerful than, say, the 
culmination of Easter Sunday which if often full of pomp and 
circumstance, full of jubilant and grand worship. Lent is 
indeed a time where we remember our mortality and sinful 
nature, sure. It’s also a time for us to slow down and 
reconnect with God; remembering the promise that God 
loves us and will be with us, “even unto the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20 KJV). Lent is an opportunity for us to learn 
how to love God more today than we did yesterday and 
more tomorrow than we do this day. Amidst a very 
challenging time such as the one we find ourselves all 
navigating now, I find God’s promises to be the thing that 
offer me the greatest source of hope. I think God speaks 
softly to us through signs all around us. Lent is the perfect 
time for us to notice these signs. 
 

If you’ve been by the church in the past few months, you 
may have noticed that a flock of Canada Geese have taken 
residence in our parking lot. While they sometimes will 
stand in my way when I’m trying to drive through the 
parking lot and they tend to leave “quite the mess” behind 
in the parking lot (how shall I say it, “landmines”???), they 
also bring me a bit of joy when I take a few moments to 
watch them. 
 

First, I notice that the geese tend to stick together and look 
out for one another. The church is the same way, Brothers 

 

 
 

          “A Time to Pause” 

Join us Thursday nights through Lent at 6 pm 

on Zoom for a short devotional time. Zoom 

link can be found on the church website as 

well as in the Weekly Reminders. 

 

Holy Week 
 

March 28 – Palm Sunday 

April 1 – Maundy Thursday 

April 2 – Good Friday 

April 4 – Easter 

 

Easter Flowers: 

We will be decorating our Easter services 

with flowers. If you would like to contribute 

toward the purchase of flowers in honor of or 

in remembrance of a loved one, please send a 

check with “Easter Flowers’ written in the 

memo line. Please also include the names 

you would like to be honored. 
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Music Notes 
Kay Lloyd, Music Director 

 

Families of Longs Peak UMC, 
 

I hope you are enjoying your “Lent in a Box” and received 
your Valentines! You are loved by Longs Peak UMC and we 
continue to find more ways to stay connected with you and 
your families. If you have been joining us for our live virtual 
worship on Zoom you may have heard, we are in the process 
of preparing for live worship in the church. While we are still 
in the middle of finalizing details, please know that we also 
realize each families’ needs are different and we want to 
support you in multiple ways. 
 

This spring, during the Lenten season we have multiple at-
home and live events for our families. 
·         Lent In A Box – Wednesdays, connect with us on 
Facebook as Ms. Katie dives a little deeper in the week’s 
activities. 
·         A Time To Pause – Thursdays, 6 p.m. all church mini-
devotions (led by your worship leadership team). 
·         Virtual Sunday School Room – Beginning on Sunday, 
March 7th, we will have our Virtual Classroom open on our 
website with lessons, activities, and resources for our 
families at home to help build their foundation of faith. 
Please come and pick up a kit at church: 12:30 -1:30 p.m. 
·         Pi Day Family Picnic – Sunday, March 14th (otherwise 
known as 3.14 Day), 12:30-1:30 p.m. Bring your own lunch 
and we will have time (and piece of pie!) for fellowship, 
devotions, and activities (Take home kits will be available for 
pick up as well). Sign up is available on our website. 
·         Palm Sunday – March 28th, we will have a live outdoor 
worship service with an interactive children’s time and our 
playground will be open for family use (Take home kits will 
be available for pick up as well). 
·         Easter Egg Drive-Thru – Saturday, April 3rd from 12:30 - 
1:30 p.m. Each child will receive a treat-filled goodie bag of 
eggs to eat now or later (feel free to use them for your own 
Egg Hunt at home). 
·         Easter – Sunday, April 4th we will have in person 
Outdoor Worship Services. Please connect with us on 
Facebook and our website for more details on these 
events! We will be needing volunteers soon who are willing 
to help lead and assist these activities. Please reach out to 
me anytime (katie@lpumc.org).  
 

Spread Love, 
Katie Pekarek – Outreach and Family Ministries Coordinator 

 

Even during this pandemic and era of virtual 
music, March is still a busy month in the music 
ministry preparing for Lent, Holy Week and Easter 
services. Our Lenten offerings will feature 
Handbells, Praise Team, solos and small 
ensembles culminating in Palm Sunday. Join us for 
Holy Week Services – an outdoor Palm Sunday 
service on March 28 – a Maundy Thursday video 
production of ‘Touched by the Christ” featuring 
LPUMC actors and musicians airing at 7:00 p.m. 
on April 1 – a Good Friday video service from our 
circuit clergy – and outdoor Easter Sunrise and 
mid-morning service on Sunday, April 4. 
 

Men Needed: to fill the following monologue 
roles for our Maundy Thursday production: 
Officer to Caiaphas, Judas, Peter, Jesus and Pilate. 
All parts will be filmed individually in the 
sanctuary. Costumes provided. Recordings will 
happen the week of March 15 – to be completed 
by March 22.  Please email Kay W. Lloyd 
(kaylloyd1463@comcast.net) if you are 
interested.    
 

Until we are able to meet in person again, we 
hope you continue to enjoy the variety of video 
music ministry offerings on Sunday mornings. 

 

Trustees Committee 
As we begin 2021, the Trustees are reviewing the 
needs of the Church for this, and future 
years. Several church and parsonage maintenance 
and repair items are becoming more urgent and 
we are seeking financial support. Expected 
expenditures include the parsonage roof, general 
parsonage maintenance, as well as the Church 
building. Specifically the roof of the tower as you 
enter the sanctuary from the parking lot, seems to 
be leaking. We will need to fix the leak, as well as 
repair the damage to the sheetrock. General 
maintenance and upkeep of the Church is 
becoming more necessary as the building ages.   

Therefore, the Trustees would like to start a 
repair and maintenance account to draw on in-
order to address these items short and long term. 
Please prayerfully consider how you might be led 
to help with a second mile gift ensuring 
maintenance of our facilities. You can do this by 
making a note on your contribution for “building 
maintenance.”   

– Bruce Larsen, President 
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and Sisters. We are called to look out for one another and to 
care for each other in our moments of need. God encourages 
us to take time to notice the needs and the cries of others and 
to draw courage and strength from God in order to help them 
in their need. Secondly, I noticed some of the geese bending 
down really low to the parking lot over by a snowbank. They 
were seeking out the trickles of water melting of the snowbank. 
At first this seems a bit funny, but truly it is so important in the 
winter time when water is so much harder for them to come 
by. God calls each of us to seek out the living water of God’s 
truth, ESPECIALLY in the midst of hard times when the world 
around us is feeding us chaos, anxiety, and partial truths. Stay 
close to the God who protects you through your moments of 
worry and doubt. Finally, friends, I love it when one of the 
geese starts to squawk at something and the others join along 
in a loud cacophonous chorus of honking. It reminds me that 
sometimes we just need to let go of our tension and be silly or, 
even better, to “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with 
singing” (Psalm 100). 
 

Winter is tough, no denying, and this winter feels even tougher 
in so many ways. However, God’s promises remain steadfast. 
Take time for yourself and with God this Lent. Breathe in the 
presence and the peace of the Holy Spirit. Look for the signs of 
new life and spring approaching all around- they are there if 
you take the time to notice. Rest assured, Beloved Church, that 
as more vaccines become available, outbreaks of COVID-19 
decline, and the weather improves, your staff and lay 
leadership are hard at work figuring out plans for us to safely 
gather again in-person. We will do our best to everyone 
informed as we finalize plans. Take heart, spring is coming! 
 

Choose Kind, 
Pastor Phil 
 

LPUMC Staff  
Pastor Jeremiah Harris – Lead Pastor 
pastorjeremiah@lpumc.org  
Pastor Philip Rogers – Associate Pastor 
pastorphil@lpumc.org 
Katie Pekarek – Outreach & Family Ministry 
katie@lpumc.org 
kids@lpumc.org 
 Kay Lloyd – Music Ministry 
music@lpumc.org 
Alex Anderson – Office Manager/Treasurer 
alex@lpumc.org 
finance@lpumc.org 
Paula Muncy – Pianist 
Rev. Sandy Stewart – Deacon-in-Residence 
Glorie Gitonga – Kenya Social Worker 
Rev. Granville Smythe – Retired 
Pastor Charlene Smythe – Retired 
Ministers – Those Who Call Jesus, Lord 

Meal Train Help 
 
Jim Jolly, who grew up attending the 

ministries of Longs Peak United Methodist 
Church, had stem cell transplant surgery in 

early February. After the surgery, Jim now has 
a rather extensive stay in the hospital. 
Sometime around early March, Jim is 

expected to be discharged to an apartment in 
Denver which will be close to his hospital in 

order to continue his recovery. He is expected 
to be in Denver until (hopefully) early June. 

Jim will have one of his family members with 
him during his stay in Denver. Pastor Phil is 
seeking volunteers interested in providing 

meals for Jim and his caretaker during his stay 
in Denver. The meals would be delivered to 

Denver by his mother, Mary Jolly (also a 
longtime member of Longs Peak). An online 
meal train signup has been created, please 

sign up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094CA

4A92DA02-meal . 
If you cannot cook a meal, you are also invited 
to consider donating toward a GrubHub meal 

delivery gift card which you can also sign up to 
provide on the link above. More details can be 

given by contacting Pastor Phil 

at pastorphil@lpumc.org. 

 

Worship Attendance 
Jan. 31 177 

Feb. 7 168 

Feb. 14 237 

Feb. 21 134 

 

 

 

Finance Report - January 2021 
 Jan. ‘21 Jan. ‘20 

Donations $45,874 $27, 927 

Expenses $27,877 $40,755 

Difference $17,997 ($12,828) 

 

PASTOR’S PEN CONTINUED. . .  
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 United Methodist Women will have their General Meeting on March 18th at 7 p.m. on Zoom. An email reminder will be 
sent out. Denise and Juanita will have a program for the meeting. I hope several ladies will be able to attend. 
 

The next board meeting of officers will be held on March 4th at 1 p.m. on Zoom. You don't have to be an officer to 
attend. If you wish to attend, please contact Judy Scrimshire at 303-702-9094. 
 

This is a little early, but I want everyone to be thinking about registering for the annual Conference Spiritual Retreat. This 
year it will be on Zoom and will be held April 16th and 17th. Registration is not yet available, but that information will be in 
next month's newsletter. 
 

I urge everyone to go by Crackpots to pick up their kit to paint a bowl for the Empty Bowls Charity for the OUR Center. The 
kits are $18 each. 
 

Also, I want to thank everyone who has made their pledge for this year. You are making a difference in missions all over the 
world. If you haven't pledged and would like to, please contact Linda Orrell at 303-776-8048. 
 

I pray that everyone is well and "see" you on Zoom. 
 

Blessings, Jan Spitler 
Pres., UMW 
720-204-6583 

 

In spite of the weather, the Hygiene Drive was a huge 
success! We gathered 628 lbs. of hygiene items and non-
perishable food. Thank you to all who participated.  
 

Have you heard of Longmont Community Restorative 
Justice Partnership(LCJP)? Their mission is to build 
community through collaborative and inclusive restorative 
practices and give people the opportunity to heal and create 
justice in their community and the world. Would you like to 
learn more about this important resource in our 
community? Check out this video on YouTube created by the 
Longmont Channel that explains the history and importance 
of LCJP. You can watch it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxqfIyknBfw&t=1s.  In 
addition, LCJP offers a 2 hour introductory session that is 
designed for those wanting to find out more about 
restorative justice and LCJP. If you are considering 
volunteering or donating to LCJP this is a great way to 
start. Sessions are being offered at 6 p.m. on either March 
29 or April 20. Sign up here: https://www.lcjp.org/training-
volunteers-and-individuals  - just page down and look for the 
Introduction: Restorative Practices Orientation. Visit their 
website: https://www.lcjp.org/ to learn more about the 
organization, to make a donation, or start the process to 
become a volunteer. 
 

March 3 Carolyn Driver 
Wilma Meyer 

March 4 Kristin Miller 

March 7 Jan Baker 
Ginny Walker 

March 9 Leigh-Ann Black 
Laurie Faye 

March 10 Becca Fenton 
Steve Gaffney 

March 11 Renee Comeau 
Jan Steger 
Kimberly Taylor 

March 12 Brenda Henry 

March 13 Jenn Ochs 

March 19 Dennis Champlin 
Rebekah Fisher 
Matt Fisher 

March 20 Wes Stiller 

March 21 Cooky Williams 

March 25 Lauren Billow 

March 26 Wyatt Eklof 

March 27 Emily Billow 

March 29 Dale Sherrod 

March 30 Randy Carlson 
Peter Hindes 

March 31 Tom Charles 

 

April Newsletter Deadline is 
March 15th.  

To submit your article, send by email to 
alex@lpumc.org. 
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