
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Longs Peak United Methodist Church 

December Connection 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. - Jeremiah 33:14 

 

Pastors Pen:  

Happy Advent Longs Peak!  When the prophet Jeremiah proclaimed the words above, the Israelites were looking for hope. God 
had led them to the Promised Land but shortly thereafter, they became politically divided into two separate kingdoms. Each of 
these two kingdoms became governed by stronger invading nations, leaving the former nation of Israel divided, oppressed, and 
looking for hope. We too see a world divided along political faults, the media is filled with stories of the oppressed, and yet each 
advent season we are filled with the hope that things will get even just slightly better. Each advent season I have come to realize 
that even though the world keeps on turning, much as it always has, this IS a season of joy and love. Even as the earthly 
tribulations keep coming, gold krugerrands still find their way into collection buckets out of love. These are the places where we 
can see God’s light breaking through the darkness, and so we anticipate how we might see more of Christ’s light this season. 
 

This advent season I will be preaching a sermon series called The Gift of the Nutcracker, based on the book of the same title, by 
United Methodist pastor, and author Matt Rawle. Rest assured the sermons will not be about the 129-year-old ballet itself, rather 
this will be the springboard to discuss the themes of anticipation, God’s Love, perspective, and joy. This advent series will have 
corresponding Sunday school lessons to connect with our young ones, as well as an opportunity for a group book discussion.  
Beginning Monday, November 29th at 5:30 p.m., I will offer a time for devotion and discussion based on the week’s reading from 
the book, and the previous week’s sermon. Participation does not require you to actually read the book. If you would like to read 
along, you can order copies of the book easily through Amazon. If you don’t do Amazon, please ask a staff member to help. This 
discussion will be on Zoom, so that we might be able to accommodate more people’s schedules during a busy season. Here is the 
Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84259572108?pwd=M2pDR2dtQ2RFWmFoWDBYbVNaZjRvQT09  
  

LPUMC has a long and wonderful tradition of great musical worship for the season, this year we will have the Silver and Bells 
concert on December 17th, and a cantata service on the 19th.  What a joy it will be to have live music once again to brighten the 
holiday season! For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one, there will be a Blue Christmas service on Sunday evening, 
December 19th.  Christmas Eve services will be at 5 and 7p.m. On December 26th, we will gather with one service at 10:30 a.m. for 
our favorite carols and brief message. 
 

LPUMC family, it is with great anticipation that we are entering into the time of year when good will and compassion shine more 
brightly.  I pray that you will find joy and experience the wonder of Christ this season. Here’s to peace and blessings, and wishing 
you all a very merry Christmas season!  
 

Your brother in Christ, 
Rev. Jeremiah 
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Music Notes: 
The Music Ministry has a very busy month planned with music for services and 
concerts at LPUMC. Plan on attending and invite a friend to celebrate the season 
with music!   
 

The annual Silver and Bells Christmas Concert is back and will be held on 
Friday, December 17 at 7:30 p.m. It is an evening of beautiful music from our 
flute ensemble and Handbell choir – a respite from the busy-ness of the season.   
 

Sunday, December 19:  The Music Ministry will be leading both worship services 
in a musical celebration of the season. Music will be provided by Praise Team, 
Choir, A cappella, Handbells, and a string quartet, and of course, the hymns of 
the season.   Join us for a very musical Sunday!!!   
 

Christmas Eve Services: Join us on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of 
our Savior.  

5 p.m. – Traditional Candlelight Service - Choir 
7 p.m. – Traditional Candlelight Service - A cappella 

  

On behalf of the music ministry at Longs Peak,  
we wish you all a season of love, hope, and peace. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

 

Holiday Opportunities from the Mission Committee: 
 

Gift Cards for Families at the Inn Between 
 

The Inn Between is a local non-profit agency that provides transitional housing with supportive services for local 
families facing homelessness.  Each year they house over 200 individuals and nearly 100 of these are children from our 
local school district. To help reduce the stress these low-income parents are facing during this time of year, the Inn 
Between offers parents gift cards to Walmart and Target, so that they can assume the wonderful role of making 
Christmas magical for their kids. 
 

LPUMC is helping the Inn Between gather these gift cards so that everyone in their program can have a joyous 
Christmas. You may purchase $25 gift cards to either Target or Walmart and bring them to church or you can 
contribute to the effort by making a donation for LPUMC to purchase the gift cards in one large batch. Just make sure 
to put Inn Between gift cards in the memo line of your donation check. Funds will be collected through December 5 
and cards will be collected through December 12. If you have any questions or would like more information about the 
Inn Between contact the Mission committee at lpumcmissions@gmail.com 
 
 

Ring Bells for the Salvation Army 
 

Did you know that the funds raised through the Salvation Army’s holiday kettle drive go to local organizations such as 
the OUR Center? Join us on Saturday, December 4th at the Safeway on Hover. With an hour or two of your time you 
can add cheer to the holiday season and help the Salvation Army raise funds for our community. One hour time slots 
are available from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. and if we get enough volunteers we can have ringers at both entrances.  
Click the link to sign-up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4DA5AD28A1FE3-salvation or contact  
Rebekah Fisher at 303-834-8784. 
  

December Music Schedule 
December 5 – A cappella 

December 12 – Choir 
December 19 – Music Services 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Services 

5:00 and 7:00 
December 26 – one service at 

10:30 a.m. 
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Young People’s Ministry 
Advent is one of my favorite seasons of the year and I am thankful 
that we get to spend it in person this year! It is eye opening to take 
a look back at the year to see all the things we have done 
together. It was another year of growth, change, and challenges. 
The biggest change was taking on all Young People’s Ministry when 
Pastor Phil was appointed to a Church in Utah. Families and Youth 
are still the smallest portion of our congregation during a time in 
the pandemic where family safety and new routines are an 
important factor. I have had the joy of creating relationships with 
our youth and their families to see how I can support and 
strengthen our Youth Group. I have taken the lead in connecting 
with our other District Churches who are experiencing the same 
things as us to combine forces for our youth to create more events 
with each other to serve, have fun and fellowship including a 
planned mission trip for Summer 2022. We have had success and 
are excited to continue to grow our Young Adults Group with 
events for just adults and opportunities for their families and 
friends to join as well. Sunday School attendance has bumped back 
up where we were in 2019 and we continue to have excitement 
from the current families and dedicated teachers. Vacation Bible 
School was a huge success this year. By having it for one day and 
outside we were able to get the volunteer support needed and 
were able to include our community as well. This is a launching 
point to what we can do next year.  
 

We still need volunteers willing to help continue the momentum of 
returning to church. Having in-person worship has been a great 
stepping stone for families to return and by having the resources 
needed to support them will open the doors for more opportunities 
for the Young People’s Ministries at Longs Peak UMC. We had a 
confirmation for three of our Youth and had four Baptisms during 
our Worship Services this year. Currently, we have 23 active youth 
and children participating in worship, events, youth group, and 
Sunday school. We have an average of 15 active young adults in our 
congregation as well. My goals for 2022 is to grow each of these 
ministries and create the consistency of attendance in worship, 
events, and mission work. I am excited to see us grow together!  
 

Please take a look at the events planned this season, we would love 
to have you here when you are able! 

 

Advent with our Young People’s  Ministry 

November 28th | Wreath Kits Available 

December 11th | Young Adults Christmas Party 

December 12th | Sunday School Party 

December 19th | Luminova Youth Event 

December 24th | Christmas Eve Services 5pm & 7pm 

Spread Love and Choose Kind! 

 

For more information contact: 

Katie Pekarek | Young People’s  Ministry Director 
katie@lpumc.org 

 

 
United Methodist Women will have their Christmas 
party on Saturday, December 4th at 1 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. This party will be a tea. Tea and 
cookies will be provided. We are asking that 
everyone wear a Christmas sweater whether you 
think it's ugly or not. But the uglier, the better. If you 
don't have a Christmas sweater, please come 
anyway. All women are invited. We will have games 
and carol singing. Also, Pastor Jeremiah will assist 
with the installation of our new officers for next 
year. We are so glad to be doing our party in person 
again. 
 

Also, it's not too late to give your donation for the 
World Thank Offering to Linda Orrell. But she will 
need your donation quickly. You can make out a 
check to United Methodist Women and put World 
Thank Offering in the memo section. Your donation 
can be dropped off in the workroom at the church in 
the UMW slot or it can be mailed to Linda at 121 
Grant Street, Longmont 80501. 
 

Merry Christmas to everyone!! 
 

Blessings, Jan Spitler 
 

 Dinner for 8 (or 7) returns in the new year with 
a few changes in these times of COVID. 

Beginning in February 2022 we will start Supper for 6 (or 5). 
There will be 4 suppers, one each month from February to May, 
meeting on the second Saturday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
The smaller size will enable us to social distance while eating 
and talking. It is a great chance to meet new friends and re-
acquaint with old friends. Groups will be different each month.  
 

You can sign up as a couple or single. This could be two singles, 
an adult child and parent, siblings, etc. Each couple or single will 
host one month and provide a main course. The others will 
bring a salad and a dessert. We can also use subs in case 
someone cannot attend one month. 
 

If the 2nd Saturday doesn't work for your group, you may 
choose a day/time that works better for everyone. The dates 
are February 12th, March 12th, April 9th and May 14th, 2022. 
We'd like you to sign up by December 20th so we can get the 
groups set and all information sent out to participants. By 
signing up, you assume that there may be some risk of meeting 
indoors with others without masks. 
 

If interested, please let Kim Kittilson know at 
kkittilson@gmail.com. If you have questions, contact Kim 
Kittilson or Anne Williams. 
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  December Birthdays 
 

December 2 Joanne Lanz 
Margaret Vann 

December 5 Bill Mandry 
December 6 Terry Larsen 
December 7 Lincoln Davies 
December 9 Corky Brooks 
December 11 Ken Black 
December 12 Dolores Hall 
December 13 Edward Sobanski 
December 14 Jacob Callaway 
December 16 Pam Ernst 

Caren King 
December 18 Philip Huff 
December 21 Pat Blatzer 

Paul Taylor 
December 22 Katelyn Lawley 
December 23 Robert Henderson 
December 24 Jameson Townsend 
December 25 Andrew Callaway 
December 26 Tom Hubner 
December 27 Alan Dines 

Nancy Randolph 
December 28 Wanda Wilson 
December 30 Soleil Reddick 

Charlene Smythe 
 

GriefShare: 
Mondays through December 6 
6:30 to 8 p.m. – Room 137. GriefShare is a support group for 

people grieving the death of a spouse, child, family member, 

or friend that allows you to be around people who 

understand the pain you feel. The group meets weekly, but 

you can join at any session. Workbook is $15. For more 

information, contact Wendy Reed at 303-772-3290 or Kathy 

Crier at 720-480-8203.  

Bible Studies: 
 
Sundays:  
9 a.m. – Not a Silent Night by Adam Hamilton Advent 
study with Gran and Charlene Smythe. 
6:30 p.m. – Studying Jesus and John Wayne: How White 
Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a 
Nation by Kristin De Mez. Contact Bruce Armstrong 
at brucearmstrong1213@gmail.com for more 
information and the Zoom link.  
 

Mondays:  
7 p.m. – “Women of the Bible” study will end on 
December 22nd. A new Bible study using the book Men of 
the Bible will begin on January 10th, 2022. Contact 
dd.slowen@gmail.com for Zoom link or questions. 
 

Thursdays: 
10 a.m. – Women’s Bible Study is taking a break and will 
resume January 6, 2022 and will be studying Engaging 
God’s Word: Revelations. Come join us! Contact Jan 
Spitler or Linda Orrell for more information. 
 

Saturdays: 
7:30 a.m.  – Men’s Group.  For more information contact 
Steve Gaffney at stvngffn@gmail.com or 303-702-9877. 
 

Quilt group: 
Wednesdays: 
10 a.m. – Come and join us! Contact Judy Scrimshire at 
judyscrim@gmail.com for more information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LPUMC Staff 

Rev. Jeremiah Harris – Pastor 
pastorjeremiah@lpumc.org 
Kay Lloyd – Music Director 
music@lpumc.org 
Katie Pekarek – Young People’s Ministry 
Director 
katie@lpumc.org 
Alexandria Anderson – Office 
Manager/Treasurer 
alex@lpumc.org and finance@lpumc.org 
Paula Muncy – Accompanist 
Rev. Sandy Stewart – Deacon-in-Residence 
Rev. Granville Smythe – retired 
Pastor Charlene Smythe – retired 
Glorie Gitanga – Kenya Social Worker 
Ministers – Those Who Call Jesus, Lord 
 

Worship Attendance 
 

Date: In person: Online: 
October 31 134 70 

November 7 125 63 
November 14 124 60 
November 21 146 60 

 
 

Finance Committee: 
 Oct. ‘21 ’21 YTD 

Income: $37,721 $317,664 
Expense: $24,507 $288,902 

Net Income: $13,214 $28,262 

 
January Newsletter Deadline: 

December 20 
Please send your articles to alex@lpumc.org   
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