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Pastor’s Pen

Sunday Worship Services:
9 a.m. – Praise
10:30 a.m. – Traditional
Fellowship time between services

Happy Valentine’s Day LPUMC!
You will recall that valentine’s cards are often signed with XOXO, as a representation for “hugs and kisses.”
However, before the “X” stood for a kiss, historians have traced the short hand back to the middle ages as a
symbol for the cross. This is not surprising, as the “X” has symbolized Jesus Christ since early times. The ChiRho is a “Christogram” in which the first two letters of the Greek word ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ (Christos) are superimposed
on top of each other as a symbol for Christ. This symbol remains in usage even today in many churches.
Historians have theorized that the “O” for hugs, may have been adopted by Jewish immigrants first arriving
in the U.S. who could not sign their names. Instead of marking an “x” as their signature they marked an “O”
as an indication of their different faith. According to the Washington Post the first noted usage combining
the X and O, was in 1960.
Isn’t it interesting to think that every time you see XOXO, at its root is Jesus Christ! It is certainly fitting that
we see Christ as love. As LPUMC that’s how we share Christ with the world, as an action of love. This past
month LPUMC has lavishly poured out our love in response to the tragedy of the Marshall fires. More that
forty members of our congregation served as volunteers for the Salvation Army at the Lafayette Disaster
Assistance Center. On top of this, if we included all who have generously donated towards gift cards or the
Angel fund, we likely have nearly 100 percent of our church giving a hug to the Louisville community! What a
symbol or Christ’s love and faith in action! As the famous lyrics proclaim, “they’ll know we are Christians by
our love.” Well done church! What a blessing it is to serve as your pastor, to such a loving congregation.
Thank you for being you!
Yours in Christ,
Jeremiah

Music Notes:
The Choir is taking a short pause from rehearsals for a few weeks in
January due to Omicron. We will resume when members become more
comfortable singing in a large group again. We hope to be back singing
in services by early February. In the meantime, we hope you have
enjoyed our solos and small ensemble performances.

February Special Music
Schedule
January 30 – TBD
February 6 – A cappella
February 13 – Choir
February 20 – Handbells
February 27 - Choir

SAVE the DATES: for the following upcoming Spring services and
events. More details will be available as we near these dates.
March 2 – Ash Wednesday service
April 10 – Palm Sunday
April 14 – Maundy Thursday
April 15 – Good Friday
April 17 – Easter
May 13 – Flute Choir and Handbell Concert
May 15 – Handbell Festival off-site

One of the roles of the Missions Committee is to coordinate LPUMC’s observation of the Special Sundays of the United
Methodist Church. Special Sundays are designated Sundays throughout the year that illustrate the nature and calling
of the Church. They provide opportunities for giving towards funds which support designated churchwide ministries.
Through our connectional relationship with the worldwide Church, we can do more together.
We observed the first Special Sunday of the calendar year in January: Human Relations Sunday. The remaining five are
UMCOR Sunday in March, Native American Ministries Sunday in May, Peace with Justice Sunday in June, World
Communion Sunday in October, and United Methodist Student Day in November. On these Sundays, we empower
our congregation to give toward causes and organizations that promote sustainable life change. These offerings help
reach out to the community, offer refuge in times of disaster, promote peace and justice, provide scholarships, teach
skills to encourage self-sufficiency and share the love of Jesus Christ with God’s people everywhere.
We will tell you more about each Sunday during a worship service Mission Moment that month and in church
communications. If you want an early start, click the hyperlinks above or go to umc.org. If you have a particular
passion, calling, or experience with respect to any of these churchwide ministries and would like to help with the
celebration of that day this year, please let us know: lpumcmissions@gmail.com

Mission Opportunities in February:
February 12: OUR Center Lunch: Help us provide lunch at the OUR Center. Volunteers needed to help prepare, serve,
and clean-up, 9:30 am - 1:30 pm. Come for all, or just part of the time. Volunteers must be 16 years or older. Click here
to sign up, or call Amy Mann-Miner, 303-931-8429.
We do not provide a HOPE dinner in February. Click here to sign up for March 29th, or contact Evelyn Fontanez at
303-709-1719.

United Methodist Women will have their
monthly board meeting on February 3rd at
1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All
ladies are invited.
Our monthly general meeting will be held
on February 17th at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. If
you don't receive a regular email about
UMW events and wish to attend, please
contact Judy Scrimshire
at judyscrim@gmail.com. She will send out
Zoom instructions 30 minutes prior to the
meeting.
Mission u will have a program on Climate
Justice during February on the 6th, 13th,
20th and 27th. This program will be on
Zoom on each of those dates from 2:00
p.m. until 4:30 p.m. Please register
at mtnskyumw.org.
UMW also has a Wednesday morning
quilting group. We meet every week from
10:00 a.m. until noon in the God's Harbor
room. We have plenty of fabric and
supplies. Even if you don't have sewing
skills, there are other things to do such as
cutting, matching fabrics and
ironing. Please join us for great fellowship.

The Trustees series on things of Extreme Interest
related to Building Systems and Maintenance
continues Sunday, February 13. As mentioned
during the last talk, the subject matter will be
Plumbing and Springs of Living Water. This is one
talk you won’t want to miss.
As a recap from my last talk on Heating and
Cooling: Two units need some maintenance and
repair to keep them running in an energy efficient
manner at a cost of $2,100. Annual maintenance
for the Heating and Cooling System at the Church
are $2,754.
Your donations to Trustees Fund, are greatly
appreciated and help cover these types of
expenses.

Upcoming topics are:




Snow Removal

Building Grounds Maintenance

Up-Keep and Maintenance of the Parsonage
Thank You for your continued support.
The Trustees

Worship Attendance:
Date:
Dec. 26
Jan. 2
Jan. 9
Jan. 16
Jan. 23

In person:
64
41
115
96
106

Online
285
214
142
119
90

Finance Committee:
Income:
Expense
Net Income:

Dec. ‘21
$34,807
$29,835
$4,945

Total ‘21
$394,785
$298,648
$96,137

February Birthdays
Bible Studies:
Feb. 1
Feb. 3
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 16
Feb. 17
Feb. 19
Feb. 21
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 24
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Feb. 28

Ashley Wisehart
Kevin Callaway
Les Hornbaker
Gayle Zweck
Joseph Dahlstrom
Darlene Nemnich
Kimberly Forsgren
Sharon McBride
Arlo Slough (Townsend)
Rudy Adolf
Griffin Taylor
Brenda Powell
Richard DelPizzo
Maile Seifried (Dahlstrom)
Bobbi Christensen
Sean Billow
Bob Foster
Brenden Fisher
Kris Coniway
Jessica Eklof
Jim Walker
Jim Jones
Kay Lloyd
Douglas Larson
Archie Pekarek

Sundays:
9 a.m. – Exodus study with Gran and Charlene Smythe in
person in God’s Harbor and on Zoom.
6:30 p.m. – Studying Jesus and John Wayne: How White
Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a Nation by
Kristin De Mez. Contact Bruce Armstrong at
brucearmstrong1213@gmail.com for more information
and the Zoom link.
Mondays:
7 p.m. – Ladies Bible study on Men of the Bible by Ann
Spangler and Robert Wolgemuth, Questions? Contact
either Dee Slowen (dd.slowen@gmail.com) or Jessica
Miller (j7miller@mac.com).
Thursdays:
10 a.m. – Women’s Bible Study on Engaging God’s
Word: Revelations. Come join us! Contact Jan Spitler or
Linda Orrell for more information.
Saturdays:
7:30 a.m. – Men’s Group. For more information contact
Steve Gaffney at stvngffn@gmail.com or 303-702-9877.

Quilt group:
Wednesdays:
10 a.m. – Come and join us! Contact Judy Scrimshire at
judyscrim@gmail.com for more information.

LPUMC Staff
Rev. Jeremiah Harris – Pastor
pastorjeremiah@lpumc.org
Kay Lloyd – Music Director
music@lpumc.org
Katie Pekarek – Young People’s Ministry Director
katie@lpumc.org
Alexandria Anderson – Office Manager/Treasurer
alex@lpumc.org and finance@lpumc.org
Paula Muncy – Accompanist
Rev. Sandy Stewart – Deacon-in-Residence
Rev. Granville Smythe – retired
Pastor Charlene Smythe – retired

Upcoming Events:
President’s Day
February 21st – Church closed
Ash Wednesday Service
March 2 – 7 p.m.
March Newsletter Deadline:
February 21st
Please send your articles to:
alex@lpumc.org

